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XN  reviewing  the  conditions  of 
the  foreign  work  of  our  de- 
nomination it  must  be  assumed 
that  the  ground  of  that  work  is 
borne  in  mind.  We  are  trying  to  accom- 
plish our  portion  of  the  Christianization  of 
the  world  through  our  work  in  five  lands, 
in  one  of  which  we  are  sharing  largely  the 
brunt  of  the  battle  against  Mohammedan- 
ism. There  are  certain  facts  of  progress 
that  should  be  recounted  to  show  how  pro- 
ductive of  the  desired  results  has  been  our 
work  in  these  lands. 
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The  unit  of  our  work  in  the  “station”; 
that  is,  the  places  of  missionary  residence. 
Their  number  has  not  increased  during  the 
past  year,  nor  should  it  be  expected  that  it 
will  increase.  The  centers  in  which  our 
missionaries  should  live  as  they  direct  and 
do  the  work  seem  to  be  very  well  deter- 
mined, but  there  has  been  a change  in  one 
case;  one  station  closed  or  given  up  and 
another  opened  in  its  place.  The  out-sta- 
tions  are  the  places  where  are  resident 
native  workers,  such  as  catechists,  evan- 
gelists, preachers,  teachers.  The  last  re- 
port records  an  increase  of  thirty  of  these 
centers  of  definite  work. 


The  number  of  missionaries  remains 
about  the  same  but  we  have  added  the  five 
from  the  University  of  Michigan  who  have 
joined  the  force  of  the  Arabian  Mission. 
The  number  of  native  ministers  remains 
about  the  same  and  cannot  be  expected  to 
undergo  great  change  in  any  one  year  in 
view  of  the  great  care  which  is  exercised  in 
ordaining  them.  There  has  been  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  all  the  native  helpers  and 
agents  working  with  our  missions. 
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There  has  been  an  increase  of  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  in  the  roll  of  communi- 
cant members  of  the  churches  in  these 
lands.  Their  contributions  show  an  addition 
of  three  thousand  dollars,  an  increase  of 
over  twenty  per  cent.  The  Sunday  schools 
have  increased  by  twenty-five.  The  increase 
is  especially  marked  in  China,  where  the 
work  has  received  a special  impetus  from 
the  appointment  of  a secretary  for  China 
by  the  World’s  Sunday  School  Association. 
The  number  of  pupils  in  our  day  schools 
has  increased  by  fifteen  hundred.  We  have 
three  new  boarding  schools  and  three  new 
hospitals  and  dispensaries  have  been 
opened. 
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Altogether,  in  looking  over  the  twenty- 
two  items  which  are  given  in  the  statistical 
report  we  find  that  only  four  show  a de- 
crease, while  sixteen  show  a good  growth 
and  two  remain  about  the  same. 
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FINANCIAL 

Hooking  at  the  financial  basis  of 
our  work  we  see  that  last  year  the 
total  receipts  of  the  Board  from  all 
sources  were  about  $288,000.  This  includes 
the  amount  that  was  contributed  by  friends 
after  the  books  were  closed  on  April  30  to 
save  us  from  having  to  report  a deficit. 
The  contributions  from  the  churches  were 
about  $250,000.  The  mark  set  by  General 
Synod  for  the  year  was  $275,000,  so  we 
really  overreached  that  mark  in  our  total 
receipts.  This  was  due  to  the  larger 
amount  received  from  legacies.  For  this 
year  General  Synod  has  set  the  amount 
which  the  Board  should  receive  at  $300,000. 
fc'  ^ It' 


There  was  no  special  stimulus  last  year, 
still  we  maintained  the  $75,000  advance  of 
the  preceding  year.  That  was  a year  in 
which  we  enjoyed  the  results  of  the  cam- 
paigns of  the  Laymen’s  Missionary  Move- 
ment and  the  Women’s  Jubilee,  stimuli 
which  we  were  without  last  year.  The  fact 
that  we  kept  up  to  our  planned  rate  of 
progress  indicates  the  deep  and  abiding 
purpose  of  the  Church  in  the  prosecution  of 
our  foreign  work. 
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After  all  the  total  of  gifts  does  not  speak 
for  so  much  as  the  per  capita  amount.  Last 
year  the  receipts  were  at  the  rate  of  $2.50 
for  each  member  of  our  denomination, 
while  in  the  year  1910-11  they  were  $2.41 
per  capita.  Last  year  in  only  one  denomina- 
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tion  did  the  per  capita  gifts  exceed  ours, 
and  possibly  they  may  not  again.  The  con- 
tributions from  our  churches  were  at  the 
per  capita  rate  of  $2.10,  a gain  of  four  cents 
over  the  previous  year. 


Ml 


MISSIONS  AND  MISSIONARIES 


HE  Arabian  Mission  has  received 


large  additions  until  now  its  force 


numbers  thirty-four.  The  Mission 
is  in  good  condition  and  is  well  established; 
so  well  that  it  has  become  possible  to  re- 
lieve Dr.  Zwemer  from  definite  continuous 
work  in  Arabia  and  let  him  assume  the 
wider  work  which  he  is  to  do  in  and  from 
Cairo.  The  Mission  is  well  organized  and 
faces  bright  prospects  with  great  possibili- 


ties. 
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The  Mission  in  China  has  suffered  sad 
and  unexpected  loss  in  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Talmage  and  the  return  to  America  of  a 
family,  made  necessary  by  illness. 

Ml  Ml  Ml 

India,  too,  has  been  much  affected  by 
the  health  of  its  missionaries,  suffering  par- 
ticularly in  the  return  to  this  country  of 
two  missionary  families.  The  illness  of 
other  missionaries,  too,  has  weakened  the 
mission. 
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The  North  Japan  Mission  is  this  year  re- 
ceiving great  strengthening  in  the  band  of 
recruits  being  sent  out. 
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The  South  Japan  Mission  has  not  shared 
in  the  reinforcements  sent  to  the  field  dur- 
ing the  past  seven  years  and  perhaps  its 
turn  is  next. 
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A word  must  be  said  of  the  fine  character 
of  the  service  rendered  by  these  mission- 
aries. Their  work  results  in  the  formation 
of  independent  churches — a work  that  our 
statistical  tables  can  never  fully  report.  In 
China  they  have  just  celebrated  the  jubilee 
of  the  formation  of  their  first  Classis.  In- 
dia is  beginning  to  catch  up  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  independent  native  church. 
For  some  years  we  have  had  the  “Church 
of  Christ  in  Japan.”  Our  statistics  do  not 
tell  the  fruitage  of  our  missionaries’  labor 
for  it  is  all  reported  in  the  statistics  of  the 
indigenous  churches.  Think  of  the  Japan 
missionary  who  goes  about  among  the  peo- 
ple, and  as  soon  as  they  are  prepared  to 
enter  the  church  he  hands  them  over  to 
the  native  church.  This  is  fine  service 
which  bears  the  toil  and  sees  the  results 
credited  to  others.  We  have  no  church  yet 
in  Arabia, 

Ms' 

REINFORCEMENTS 

IT  should  be  recognized  by  the 
Church  that  the  calls  for  advance 
and  reinforcements  which  the 
Board  puts  before  the  Church  are  not  all 
that  come  from  the  missions.  The  Board 
places  before  the  Church  only  those  ap- 
peals that  seem  to  be  for  support  essent- 
ial to  the  maintenance  of  the  work,  and  for 
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the  advance  that  the  Church  is  willing  to 
make.  The  Board  must  make  its  estimate 
of  possible  advance  on  the  spirit  of  willing- 
ness shown  by  the  Church  in  her  offerings 
of  men  and  women  and  money.  It  is  not 
an  easy  or  a pleasant  thing  for  the  Board  to 
reply  to  a mission  that  its  appeals  seem 
wise  and  would  be,  if  granted,  of  perman- 
ent advantage  to  the  work,  but  that  just 
now  the  Church  is  providing  the  ordinary 
maintenance  of  the  regular  work  so  slowly 
that  they  dare  ask  for  nothing  more.  In 
sending  our  missionaries  the  Board  has 
tried  to  choose,  with  the  Church’s  approval, 
bright,  capable,  aggressive  men  and  women 
who  have  gone  out  with  a determination 
to  give  to  the  Church  and  her  Lord  their 
best  service.  As  God  blesses  them  with 
success  on  their  efforts  and  the  work  grows 
its  needs  necessarily  become  greater  and  its 
support  must  be  more  generous.  If  we  fail 
to  provide  the  reasonable  support  we  virtu- 
ally say  to  our  choice  and  chosen  force, 
“Don’t  do  all  you  can.  Press  the  battle 
gently.  Don’t  try  to  do  any  more  than 
hold  what  we  have.’’  Such  a policy  will 
discourage  good  workers,  both  American 
and  Asiatic;  and  will  delight  the  Prince  of 
Darkness. 

•ii 

The  last  report  of  the  North  Japan  Mis- 
sion asks  for  twenty  new  missionaries  to 
be  put  mostly  in  places  where  the  Distri- 
bution of  Forces  Committee  of  the  Council 
of  Federated  Missions  recommend  that  they 
are  needed  to  occupy  the  districts  assigned 
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to  our  Church.  They  ask  for  $23,000,  for 
residences  for  these  missionaries,  who  have 
hitherto  lived  in  rented  Japanese  houses, 
are  no  longer  available,  and  $6,500  to  per- 
fect the  equipment  of  their  schools  and 
churches.  The  South  Japan  Mission,  hav- 
ing seen  the  other  missions  receive  rein- 
forcements from  year  to  year,  breaks  out 
in  lamentation  over  the  fact  that  in  seven 
years  they  have  received  but  one  new  man. 
Their  field  is  the  neediest  in  Japan  from 
the  point  of  percentage  of  Christians  in 
the  population.  In  the  whole  island  of 
Kyushu  there  is  one  Christian  per  fifteen 
hundred  people,  and  in  Northern  Kyushu 
the  figure  is  one  for  three  thousand.  They 
ask  for  $12,000  to  enlarge  and  equip  one  of 
our  schools  to  meet  its  opportunity,  and 
$15,000  for  another.  Their  calls  for  mis- 
sionary residences  amount  to  $5,000,  and 
for  churches  $3,750.  Arabia  is  in  many  re- 
spects the  best  equipped  of  our  missions 
and  yet  they  are  calling  for  more  workers, 
for  money  for  residences  and  churches,  and 
have  a scheme  worthy  of  a board  of  strat- 
egy wresting  a province  from  the  enemy  by 
establishing  a chain  of  dispensaries  and 
employing  a force  of  Indian  apothecaries. 
India  is  sadly  watching  her  faithful  workers 
attacked  by  disease  fall  out  of  the  line  and 
leave  great  gaps  which  impose  superhuman 
tasks  on  those  left.  She  is  calling  for  five 
women  and  four  men.  The  appeal  of  China 
is  approved  by  the  Boards  of  Missions  of 
every  church  working  there  as  the  most 
important  call  on  the  churches  to-day. 
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Now  is  our  chance  to  make  China  Chris- 
tian and  save  that  mighty  nation  from  some 
of  the  evils  that  Japan  has  fallen  into  in 
her  mad  rush  for  civilization.  The  Amoy 
Mission  asks  for  ten  new  missionaries:  the 
concensus  of  opinion  among  board  secre- 
taries seems  to  be  that  the  force  of  mis- 
sionaries in  China  should  be  doubled  now. 
The  appointment  of  so  many  missionaries 
would  involve  a cost  of  $12,000  for  houses. 
The  mission  asks  for  $20,000  for  the  im- 
mediate needs  of  its  educational  work,  and 
$3,700  for  chapels  and  other  expenses  of 
extending  the  evangelistic  work. 


OPPORTUNITIES 
('HALL  we  hear  the  voice  of  the  Lord 
and  go  forward  in  faith?  Or  shall 
we  sit  still  overcome  by  the  magni- 
tude of  the  work,  not  heeding  the  appeals 
of  our  chosen  ones  as  they  call  to  us  from 
the  ramparts  of  the  enemy  where  they  cling 
on  the  points  of  vantage  won  for  the  Lord 
by  sacrifice?  Ours  is  a glorious  work  and 
the  results  achieved  bring  rejoicing  to  the 
heart  of  every  member  of  our  Church  who 
has  had  a part  in  the  work.  But  God  for- 
bid that  we  should  be  satisfied  with  it! 

“Go  forth,  ye  host  of  the  living  God, 
And  conquer  the  earth  for  your  King!” 


Send  contributions,  in  checks,  drafts  or  postal  money  orders, 
payable  to  “THE  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS,  R.C.A.," 
25  East  Twenty-second  Street,  New  York. 

Send  (or  litcroture,  leadcts,  etc.,  to  the  same  address. 


i2M,  Oct,  ’12 


GENERAL  SUMMARY,  1911-1912 


China 

India 

North 

Japan 

South 

Japan 

Arabia 

Total 

Stations  Occupied 

4 

8 

3 

4 

5 

24 

Out-stations  and  Preaching  Places 

48 

207 

40 

31 

4 

330 

Missionaries,  Men 

■'  Women 

12 

13 

7 

4 

15 

51 

19 

15 

67 

26 

17 

326 

9 

9 

16 

79 

Other  Native  Helpers,  Men 

10 

7 

26 

436 

Native  Helpers,  Women 

24 

161 

6 

3 

6 

200 

14 

1 813 

19 

3,036 

130 

2 

Received  on  Confession,  1911 

88 

52 

50 

1 

321 

Boarding  Schools 

10 

12 

3 

2 

27 

305 

374 

380 

293 

223 

185 

Sunday  Schools 

6 

197 

54 

25 

7 

289 

Scholars 

700 

25 

6,891 

151 

2,000 

1,196 

102 

10,889 

881 

8,479 

10 



9,528 

17 

Hospitals  and  Dispensaries 

3 

— 

— 

4 

12,342 

83,585 

_ 

23  024 

118,951 

$13,018 

Native  Contributions 

S8,457 

$3,209 

$712 

$640 

